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warded for this friendly service with the loss of his life,
as many others before him who had had relations with
Papen had been.
In the second week in March when Austria had been
betrayed the Gestapo invaded Vienna. The first day after
their entry Baron von Ketteler vanished from the premises of
the German Embassy without leaving a trace. A National
Socialist official of the police headquarters in Vienna had
informed the Gestapo that it was Baron von Ketteler who at
the end of January had put the Viennese police on the scent
of the R. H. documents.
Herr von Ketteler remained c missing * for two whole
months. On i6th May the body of a young man was
washed up in the neighbourhood of Hainburg on the Danube
near the former Austro-Hungarian frontier. After a few
hours the corpse was identified as that of Baron von Ketteler.
The official post-mortem investigation on the body showed
that Baron von Ketteler must have been heavily chloro-
formed. In such a state of unconsciousness he could not
have committed suicide, and the obvious conclusion was
that he had been settled by the Gestapo.
Baron von Ketteler's body was taken to his home and
buried on 3ist May 1938, at Stormede, near Lippstadt in
Westphalia. The announcement of his death published by
the family was deeply affecting. It ran : * It has pleased
the Lord over life and death in his inscrutable wisdom to
take to Himself into eternity our dearly beloved son, brother,
and brother-in-law, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler, in
his time Honorary Attache of the German Legation at
Vienna, Honorary Knight of the Sovereign Order of Knights
of Malta, at the untimely age of thirty-one. Before God's
will we bow down in deep sorrow. We commend his
beloved soul to the prayers of the faithful and to the sacrifice
of the priest at the altar.'
As usual, Franz von Papen had a wreath laid on the coffin
of his friend and secretary.